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falloff stretches up the left side and a 
pair of bunkers sit in the right rough. 
The dominant feature of this hole’s 
design, however, is the slender green 
perched high (and we mean high) atop 
a hill. The bailout is a fairway area right, 
which then leaves a vertical ascent to the 
putting surface.

The second hole, a dogleg-left 
par-4, showcases another of P.B. Dye’s 
intriguing design elements: elevated 
fairway bunkers featuring steep faces 
dotted with railroad ties.

While some, like the bunker left of 
the fairway at No. 2 and several sprinkled 
throughout the 448-yard par-4 fourth 
hole, are mostly ornamental, others, like 
those fronting the green at the 395-yard 
par-4 ninth are certainly intimidating.

While each hole on the opening 
nine is noteworthy, two holes have 
received significant attention since Iron 
Valley’s inception.

The picturesque par-3 fifth is 
merely a wedge for most as it plays 
anywhere from 85 to 124 yards. But it’s 
not its’ length that’s troubling. It’s the 
island green adorned with boulders 
and native grasses and surrounded by 
water. Affectionately referred to as the 
“moat hole,” this one-shotter would 
undoubtedly make P.B. Dye’s father, Pete, 
very proud.

The demanding 535-yard seventh 
is a downhill, slight dogleg-left par-5 
featuring a roller coaster fairway that 
is banked severely on the right side. It 
narrows significantly where some might 
attempt to lay up, thus forcing a difficult 
decision. Should one trust his or her 
ability to accurately place a long iron or 
hybrid into the tiniest of landing areas 
or should one tempt fate and the massive 
lake that encroaches the left side of both 

the fairway and the green and try to 
reach the hole in two? We wish you luck 
no matter what you elect to do.

“I had a guy send me a page-long 
dissertation on why that hole is unfair- 
that it’s ridiculous, there’s no landing 
area, etc.,” said Neiswender. “When I 
first started playing here, I didn’t like 
the hole. I thought it was too difficult. 
But once you understand how you have 
to play it, you gain a lot of respect for it. 
It’s a very unique par 5. You just have to 
position every shot you hit, not just your 
tee shot, not just your second shot, not 
just your third shot. I’ve seen guys play 
that hole perfectly and have just a little 
chip into the green, pull it a little bit  
and hit it into the water. It’s a really 
unique hole.”

After enduring the difficult 
seventh, Iron Valley transitions into 
serene mountain golf with the uphill 
201-yard par-3 eighth lined with rocks 

and trees on the left and the 395-yard 
par-4 ninth with an elevated back tee 
framed by tall trees.

“What’s really unique about the 
Tailings Nine is that you can stand on 
the first tee and see almost the entire 
front nine,” said Neiswender. “Then 
you get to the back nine, which is cut 
through the mountain, and if you stand 
on No. 10 tee, you can only see No. 10. 
If you stand on No. 11 tee, you can only 
see No. 11, and so forth. So the two 
nines here are very unique.”

The “Mine Nine” begins with 
a quintessential mountain golf 
hole, a 469-yard par-4 which plays 
dramatically downhill and doglegs 
to the right. Trees line both sides of 
the rolling fairway which seldom 
yields a level lie, adding difficulty to 
a downhill approach to a well-sloped 
green guarded by a bunker in front. 
This charming hole initially played as 
Iron Valley’s opening hole until the two 
nines were reversed a few years back.

The first iron ore pit comes into play 
at the 356-yard par-4 11th and impacts 
play on both the first and second shots 
as it forces many to keep the driver 
in the bag on the tee shot in order to 
stay short and then for those who do 
just that, creates a forced carry over its 
depths into a vexing two-tiered green.

Cave Lake, formed after several 
mining shafts became too fragile and 
were ultimately imploded, intrudes into 
the left side of the fantastic downhill, 
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With a narrow, banked fairway and a large lake encroaching on the left, the par-5 seventh hole  
at Iron Valley Golf Club demands accuracy from tee to green.

Virtually the entire front nine at Iron Valley GC is visible  
from just above the seventh green.

It’s safe to assume that those living 
in eastern and central Pennsylvania 
who remember 1972 empathized 
with those at the Jersey Shore  

who were impacted by Hurricane Sandy 
last year.

In June of that year, Hurricane Agnes 
formed over the Yucatan Peninsula, 
skirted just west of Cuba, hit land near 
Panama City, Fla. and then charged up 
the eastern seaboard.

Of the seven states bombarded by 
Agnes, Pennsylvania was hit the hardest. 
The Category 1 hurricane, at the time 
the costliest storm ever in the United 
States, killed 50 people in Pennsylvania 
and left more than 220,000 people 
homeless after Agnes destroyed nearly 
70,000 homes. Thousands of businesses 
were wiped out as well, including the 
Cornwall mine in Lebanon County.

Agnes flooded the mine, effectively 
shutting down forever an operation that 
had existed for nearly 250 years and 
been one of the most productive iron 
ore mining outfits in the history of the 
world. Hundreds of locals were forced 
out of work.

Although it took nearly 30 years, 
something positive eventually emerged 
from the disaster: Iron Valley Golf 
Club, with its incredibly unique, 
incredibly challenging P.B. Dye 
designed golf course.

Constructed partially on top of 
those flooded mines and partially 
on adjacent land used as a dumping 
ground for leftover materials during the 
iron ore mining days, Iron Valley GC 
opened to much fanfare in 2000 with 
word quickly splaying from Lebanon to 
nearby Hershey and Lancaster, out to 
Harrisburg and Reading, and then to 
Philadelphia.

Could a daily-fee golf course 
really be worthy of drawing hordes of 
Philadelphia area more than 70 miles 
west on the turnpike?

With Iron Valley still welcoming 
carloads of Philly golfers 13 years later, 
the answer is an emphatic yes and the 
secret lies with a splendid mixture of 
the aforementioned enchanting layout, 
excellent course conditions, exceptional 
amenities and affordable rates.

The highlight is P.B. Dye’s intricate 
design featuring the contrasting nines. 

The “Tailings Nine,” named for what 
Director of Golf Bill Neiswender 
accurately calls “a black, sandy dust that 
is a byproduct of iron ore mining,” that 
borders many of the holes on the front 
side, has a definite American links feel.

From the very first tee, not to 
mention from the practice tee which 
provides a breathtaking view of the 
Lebanon Valley for a backdrop, a visitor 
can sense that he or she is in for a special 
experience. Take a moment to soak in 
the seemingly endless view to your left 
before you begin your round. It may 
very well calm your first-tee nerves, 
albeit very briefly, because the No. 1 
handicap hole awaits.

Stretching to a sinister 435 yards 
from the black tees, this par 4 puts a 
premium on finding the fairway with 
your drive as tall grass and then a steep 

By Nate Oxman, Staff Writer

Iron Valley Forges Path Toward Pennsylvania’s Elite
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dogleg-left par-5 13th which plays 
anywhere from 442 yards from the 
forward tees to a ferocious 588 yards 
from the black tees. First-time visitors 
take heed and avoid the lake by playing 
both your tee balls and second shots 
well to the right.

“I had a friend of mine playing 
No. 13 and he hit a hybrid and tried to 
get there in two and he just pulled it a 
little bit and it hit the side of the bank 
and rolled into the left bunker,” said 
Neiswender. “He said, ‘That’s what I hate 
about this hole.’ I said, ‘That’s what’s 
great about this hole. You went from 
putting for an eagle to now trying to 
salvage par.’ That’s the risk/reward that a 
good golf course gives you.”

The 383-yard 14th is another pure 
mountain golf par 4 that plays entirely 
uphill from tee to green and the 15th 
is a straightaway 456-yard par-4 that 
has been converted from a par 5, 
consequently requiring two lengthy 
shots to reach the green.

The finishing hole (par 4, 427 yards) 
is another terrific dogleg, this time to 
the right, which provides a beautiful 
view of Iron Valley’s stunning clubhouse 

as golfers approach the final green.
It’s common occurrence for 

newcomers finishing their first rounds 
to book return visits as there is a 
definite learning curve at Iron Valley.

“I used to make bets with guys 
who were good players and were 
playing here for the first time,” said 
Neiswender. “I’d say, ‘If you get around 
here without losing a golf ball, I’ll buy 
you a beer.’ Well, I never bought a 
beer, not one. You really have to know 
where you can and can’t hit shots. And 
the same goes on the greens. There are 
certain spots where you do not want to 
be above the hole.”

While Iron Valley is sure to provide 
a challenge to players of all ability 
levels, Neiswender encourages first-time 
visitors to make a wise choice from 
among five sets of tees which allow the 
golf course to play anywhere from 4,905 
yards all the way to 7,026 yards.

In addition to an unparalleled golf 
course and an equally unique, all-grass 
practice range, Iron Valley boasts a 
five-star clubhouse, which houses the 
welcoming Miner’s Club Restaurant, 
offering enticing dining options for both 

golfers and the general public. A great 
patio area, a private room and a 124-seat 
dining room and a cozy bar allow Iron 
Valley to host special events of all sorts. 
A separate pavilion area overlooking the 
18th green is also on site.

Iron Valley is part of an umbrella 
of clubs under single ownership. These 
include nearby Blue Mountain Golf 
Course in Fredericksburg and Lebanon 
Valley Golf Course in Myerstown 
and, as of last summer, the highly-
acclaimed Rees Jones-designed Broad 
Run Golfer’s Club in West Chester.

While Iron Valley is open to the 
public, with rates ranging from $69 
(including cart) on weekends to $29 
(including cart) during twilight hours, 
a variety of affordable memberships 
are available.

To learn more about these membership 

opportunities, to book tee times and take 

advantage of great specials and more, 

visit 

WWW.IRONVALLEY.COM

The picturesque par-3 fifth hole features an island green,  
one of the many unique design features created by P.B. Dye at Iron Valley GC.



FROM THE PRO

Have you ever been standing over 
a three-foot putt and all of a 

sudden a voice out of nowhere says, “I 
better not miss this?” Of course you 
have, who hasn’t? The real question is, 
“How do you deal with it?” That voice 
we hear always comes at the worst 
times and never has anything good 
to say. Why does that happen? I don’t 
know and neither does anyone else.

I have heard it said that our 
thoughts are us and we are our 
thoughts. That is a topic for a different 
time, but it raises a valid question, 
“what constitutes a thought?” I believe 
these voices we hear are not thoughts, 
because they are not generated by us. 
Whoa, whoa, whoa you say. It must be 
a thought because we only hear it in 
our head. I would argue that it is not a 
thought since it did not come  
about consciously. They come up 
out of nowhere like bubbles in a 
champagne glass.

Let’s get back to my earlier 
question of how we deal with these 
voices. Let them be! You can’t ignore 

them because they only get louder. You 
for sure don’t want to believe them. 
So what else is there? Is it possible to 
acknowledge them and then decide 
that you aren’t going there? How 
about a simple response like, thanks 
for sharing but I have another agenda. 
Just because we all have these negative 
voices telling us there is out of bounds 
on the left or a water hazard in front 
of the green, we are by no means 
obligated to listen.

These thoughts can be round 
killers! All it takes sometimes is a little 
doubt to creep in to get things going 
in the wrong direction. By simply 
noticing the voice when it occurs, 
the voice will start to lose some of its 
potency. By staying in the moment 
and becoming aware of the voice as 
it occurs, it will naturally start to get 
softer and softer until it gets to the 
point where you notice it coming and 
it never even breaks the surface of 
your consciousness.

Finally, you are not your mind! 
Those voices are not who you actually 

are. Think of it this way. You have a 
hand, but you are not your hand. Don’t 
allow the voices to run your life on or 
off the course. By saying consciously, 
“There is that voice again. Thanks for 
sharing, but I have other ideas,” you 
allow yourself to stay in the present 
and increase your awareness to what is 
happening. That is one of the secrets 
to rapid, deep, and complete learning.

BY MICHAEL CALDWELL, PGA

Golf Coach  
Blue Bell Country Club
www.swingwithfreedom.com

The past few years have had to be trying for the members of Woodcrest 
Country Club in Cherry Hill, N.J. and maybe some were relieved to finally 
receive closure when the club was sold back in May. For a long time, it appeared 
that Woodcrest CC had welcomed its last golfers. But then the ownership group 
announced their plans to re-open Woodcrest CC and its classic William Flynn-designed layout as a daily-fee venue (which it did 
on June 8) and even start offering memberships this fall with the hopes of adding tennis, swimming, and fitness amenities in addition 
to golf. We wonder how many Woodcrest CC members will return? … Kudos to Golfweek Amateur Tour – Philly Metro Director Jeff 
Brodsky for building his local amateur golf circuit into the area’s best. So far in its third season, the tour’s first five events were sold out. 
Visit www.amateurgolftour.net for info.  … Kudos also to Merion Golf Club Teaching Professional Mark Sheftic, who tied for fourth place, 
and Applebrook Golf Club Head Professional David McNabb, who tied for ninth, at the PGA Professional National Championship last 
month to earn a spot in the PGA Championship at Oak Hill CC in Rochester, N.Y.  this August. Another Phila. Section PGA pro, George 
Foster of Radnor Valley Country Club, is headed for a major as well. The Villanova, Pa. resident survived a qualifier at Musket Ridge Golf 
Club in Myersville Md. on June 19 to earn a spot in the U.S. Senior Open at Omaha Country Club in Nebraska July 11-14. … We were really 
excited to learn that the USGA awarded Stonewall in Elverson, Pa. the 2016 U.S. Mid-Am. The event adds to the growing list of USGA events 
headed for the tri-state area in the next few years. They include the 2014 U.S. Mid-Am at Saucon Valley Country Club in Bethlehem, Pa., 
the 2015 U.S. Women’s Open at Lancaster Country Club in Lancaster, Pa., the 2015 U.S. Senior Amateur at Hidden Creek Golf Club in Egg 
Harbor Township, N.J., and the 2016 U.S. Women’s Amateur at Rolling Green Golf Club in Springfield, Pa. … Golf Channel’s Tim Rosaforte 
mentioned recently that Merion was thinking about putting a plaque in the 18th fairway where Justin Rose hit his approach on the 72nd 
hole of the U.S. Open. Sure, it was a great shot, even if it didn’t hold the green, but there aren’t any plaques commemorating any shots by Olin 
Dutra, Lee Trevino, David Graham or any of the other USGA champions at Merion other than Bobby Jones.  We think it’s too soon. —TSG

19TSG NEWS TICKER TSG  

news
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mcculloughsgolf.com
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with a proper fitting. This 
percentage optimum fit for 
driver distance is about 20% 
in the general population of 
golfers. This situation results 

from limitations of current 
adjustable clubs, ranging from 

range of adjustability variation 
offered to ease of usage of the 

adjustability systems or cost of them. But the 
potential of adjustability on performance has been fully 
demonstrated like we can witness through the practice of 
demo technicians, club fitters, golf professionals or Tour 
representative.   

TSG: If there are additional design features on the way 
allowing for more club personalization and can you share 
in general terms what they are?

Dr. Vincent: I think that we will see first more 
generation 2.0 of current systems before we will see many 
more adjustability systems because the first systems are 
dealing with the major variables of club performance 
fitting: launch angle, spin and trajectory management. 

The cost of these systems is still challenging and has not been 
implemented on iron sets for example, but only on single clubs, 
such as a driver and putters. TaylorMade just released a new lie 
adjustability system on fitting iron clubs, but not on market sets for 
example.

TSG: Graphite, titanium and tungsten have to a large degree 
replaced steel in metalwood construction but are there other 
materials that might be used to give even greater distance and 
accuracy to the average player?

Dr. Vincent: For the large portion of the head, any material 
needs to be lighter or equal than steel and satisfy enough strength 
and resistance to abrasion to be a candidate. And cost of the raw 
material as well as its processing are a part of the equation. These 
constraints limited the choice of material available. That said, 
titanium is used today in a way that is far better than 10 years 
ago: from 1 mm crown thickness on driver to 0.4-0.6 mm today 
for example. Portions of steel face of irons are half the thickness 
of faces from 5 years ago. So, the innovation is in the processing 
of the material used for club head and in their thermo-chemical-
mechanical treatment to make them stronger, such as heat 
treatment for example. Titanium faces of modern drivers are almost 
void less making them very impact resistant. Steel casting and faces 
of Rocketballz fairways and rescues are going through extensive 
cycles of hot and cold temperatures.

TaylorMade-adidas Golf ’s business strategy is both simple and 
interesting. They are on top because golfers believe their products 
are the best.

To learn more about TaylorMade products, visit  

WWW.TAYLORMADEGOLF.COM 

TaylorMade-adidas Golf (a division 
of adidas AG-ADR PINK: ADDYY) 

is golf ’s superstar. They are the 
equipment industry’s largest and most 
profitable company and that position 
is being validated daily and we’re not 
referring to the professionals on the 
world’s golf tours. TMaG is in the top 
spot because everyday golfers buy their 
clubs, balls, shoes and clothing. 

And their lead is growing. 
During the first quarter this year the 

TaylorMade-addias brands (TaylorMade, 
adidas Golf, Ashworth and Adams Golf) 
set company and industry sales records 
by posting 13% more sales worldwide 
compared to the same quarter in 2012. 
TMaG was already selling roughly half 
of the metalwoods in the U.S. and first 
quarter metalwood sales went up 8%. In 
addition sales of irons increased 35%, 
golf balls 21% and footwear 23%. Overall 
U.S. sales were up 21% and accounted for 
about 50% of worldwide revenue.

Perhaps with more than a little 
understatement Mark King, TMaG’s 
president and CEO, said, “Last year was 
our best ever in terms of sales, so to start 
this year with a 13% increase over last 
year’s first quarter is very satisfying.”

TaylorMade’s success contrasts 
sharply with comments from some of the 
other club makers who can still be heard 
bemoaning the supposedly soft equipment 
market. TMaG has moved aggressively 
forward to take a bigger share of the pie 
and this year’s increases are on top of 2012 
when sales at $1.7 billion were 20% higher 
than in 2011.

A few facts to reflect on:
The TaylorMade R1 driver is #1 in  

U.S. sales.
RocketBladez by TaylorMade, new for 

2013, are the top-selling irons in the U.S.
RocketBallz and RocketBallz Stage 2 

fairways and Rescues (TMaG’s name for 
hybrids) are first and second in U.S. sales.

TaylorMade is the leading brand on 
every major professional tour worldwide. 

Adidas’s new adizero is the best selling 
golf shoe in company history.

Ashworth is having its best apparel sales 
year since purchase by TMaG in 2008.

Adams Golf, bought in 2012, is 
showing strong growth with clubs 
designed after the acquisition only now 
just coming to market.

Being interested in this success story 
we queried two key TaylorMade executives 
who are at the center of the company’s 
remarkable run of innovation in materials 
and design. First up was Dean Snell, Vice 
President of R&D for golf balls.

TSG: What advantage does your 
premium ball, the Lethal, have compared 
to other balls in that category?  

Snell: Our 5 layer technology allows 
us to create longer more penetrating 
flights with driver, fairway woods and long 
irons… and more spin and launch control 
with mid irons to prevent ballooning 
and allow better control into the wind, 
as well as cast urethane cover that is both 
durable and very soft, allowing excellent 
short game spin and control around the 
green… So, total tee to green performance 
required by better players… Lethal also 
has been developed with progressive 

velocity technology.. this means that speed 
is built from the outside-in.. fastest layers 
are on the outside and slowest layer is the 
inner core.. so players of any swing speed 
will have outstanding ball velocity for 
increased distance off the tee…

TSG: What do you see as the next step 
in golf ball technology?  

Snell: I think that the multilayered 
technology which can control spin (high 
or low) will be made available for all 
golfers to help lower scores and address 
performance where golfers need it most.

Dr. Benoit Vincent, Chief Technical 
Officer, also talked with us making some 
interesting comments.

TSG: Recognizing that TaylorMade 
was the pioneer designing clubs to provide 
adjustments to suit the user’s swing, has 
adjustability run its course?

Dr. Vincent: No, adjustment has not 
run its course, only first generation of 
adjustability designs and options have 
been released allowing to change loft, lie, 
face angle, swing-weight and center of 
gravity. We just saw adjustable shaft length 
for putter offered recently. Most of these 
systems present limitations of the first 
generation. For example, loft adjustment 
is with 1 or maximum 2 degrees and is 
discreet (4, 8 or 12 positions). Or, loft and 
face angle are coupled in many systems 
which means that when you change 
one, you change the other one as well; 
TaylorMade sole plate system solves this 
problem but requires to adjust multiple 
sub-systems. On Tour, one third of the 
players are fully optimized while the other 
two thirds could gain from 5 to 15 yards 

TaylorMade Superstar
By Ed Travis 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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about the yardage to the front of the 
green.” That “bonehead” decision, which 
led to Mickelson’s second bogey in four 
rounds at the 13th, the easiest hole on the 
golf course, coupled with another poor 
wedge at the 15th, doomed his chances 
at his first U.S. Open title. And then he 
was really doomed after missing the 
fairway with his tee shot on No. 18. How 
can you miss the fairway there knowing 
that you need to make birdie? Poor Phil, 
but congrats to Justin Rose for breaking 
through for his first major. Knowing 
that he needed to make par on 18 to put 
himself in great position to win, Rose hit 

a perfect tee shot, an even more perfect (if 
that’s even possible) second shot, and an 
even more perfect third shot to set up a 
tap-in par. He deserved to win after that.

Finally, many thought this would 
be Merion’s final U.S. Open. If it was, it 
was a great way to bid farewell. But we 
have a feeling it will be back in a little 
more than a decade. Tiger agreed. “I’m 
sure it will come back. Obviously there 
are some vendors that are going to make 
more money with hospitality and that 
nature. But I think that overall as a golf 
course, yes, it can be played. They move 
the tees back, and they give us some pretty 

tough pins this week. But certainly as a 
golf coursewise, it could definitely host 
another Major Championship.” Here’s 
another good quote from Jason Day on 
if he would like the Open to return to 
Merion, “There’s not many U.S. Opens 
where I stand on a tee and hit a 7-iron 
off the tee. It was a fun course to play.  I 
know it was a very difficult course, there’s 
a good mix of long holes with short holes 
and I think that every club in the bag got 
a workout this week.  So I think that it 
would be sad for it not to come back to a 
U.S. Open.”

Enjoy the rest of the golf season.

BY DREW O’NEILL

I feel blessed with the events that transpired this past 
week. In addition to marshaling 3 days, I brought my 10 
year old twins Katie and Michael to the Open 3 times.

On our way to the course Sunday morning, I made my 
usual stop at Starbucks, and who would have guessed that 
Justin Rose and wife Kate would walk in behind us. After 
they ordered, I walked over and asked if he had a minute 
and he said, “Sure.” I introduced Katie and Michael and 
told him a story from Sunday, July 4, 2010 at the AT&T at 
Aronimink. My daughter was a big fan of his back then, 
and called him over from the chipping area that Sunday, 
about an hour before his tee time. He walked over to her 
to say hello and give her an autograph, she smiled at him 
and said “I like you and you are going to win today”, and 

he said “Thank you, I will do my 
best.” About 5 hours later he won 
the AT&T event. So yesterday 
morning after I told him that story 
while in Starbucks, he leaned 
over to Katie and Michael, shook 
their hands, and said to Katie, 
“Let’s hear it again, tell me what 
I need to do today,” and Katie 
replied, “You are going to win 
today.” Justin had a big smile 
and said, “I will do my best,” and 
“Hope to see you out there.” 

3 hours later we were at the driving range area and 
Justin walked past a few fans and signed autographs. He 
walked over to us and said “There is my team again.” He 
then looked at me and said, “Isn’t it wonderful to be with 
your children on Father’s Day?” I said, “Yes, it is. Thank you 
for your time this morning, and best of luck today.”

After the ceremony on the 18th green, he walked the 
perimeter of the green with the trophy, high-fived a bunch 
of fans, stopped at us again, and said, “Hey guys, thanks 
for the well wishes today.”

Justin then walked with the trophy to the practice 
putting green area for more photos, and walked the 
perimeter of the putting green to allow fans to high-five 
him and touch the trophy. When he saw Katie and Michael 
again, he stopped and said “Hey guys, go ahead and 
touch it (trophy), which we all did, and then he said, “That 
completes our full circle for the day.” Included is a photo of 
the 3 of us touching the US Open trophy. WOW!!!

Justin Rose is a class act all around and a true gentleman 
of the game. He inspired us all.

HEADING
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We wanted to take the opportunity 
to give you a few quick thoughts 

on the U.S. Open. First, we have to 
express our gratitude to everyone who 
complimented us on our U.S. Open 
preview. We logged many hours putting 
that issue together and were really eager 
to get it out to our readers when we saw 
the final version. We expected it would be 
well received, but we were really blown 
away by how many of you went out of 
your way to thank us for a job well done. 
We appreciate it sincerely. Thanks again 
for reading and sharing our magazine 
with family and friends.

As far as the tournament is 
concerned, well, by now you know that 
the scoring pretty much took everyone by 
surprise, everyone but the players. Here’s 
a good quote from Jason Day: “Many 
were predicting the winner would finish 
10-under or better so it’s pretty amazing 
that not a single player finished in red 
numbers. And at the start of the week 
everyone was talking about how they 
were going to rip the course up, and right 
now over par is winning. So I guess that 
shut everyone up.” Paul Casey shared that 
sentiment: “It was cracking all the guys 
up at the beginning of the week. Guys 
like Frank Nobilo saying it’s going to be 
62s or 63s around here.  And we didn’t 
know which golf course he was talking 
about, because we knew this was going to 
be a brutal test. I love the fact that this is 
a short golf course, and it’s providing us 
with, it’s making my hair go gray, that’s 
all I know. Golf courses don’t have to be 
long to be difficult. This is a wonderful 
example of that.”

We knew the players who had never 
been to Merion would fall in love with 
the golf course and they did. “It was 
great,” said Rory McIlroy. “I thought 
it was a really good test. I thought the 
atmosphere out there , obviously when 
you’re in a group like I was the first two 
days, it’s going to be great anywhere. 
I enjoyed the week. Regardless of not 
playing my best. I thought it was a great 

venue and a venue that hopefully we 
come back to.”

We also knew players would 
complain about the setup because players 
always complain about the setup at the 
U.S. Open when the course plays tough. 
We just didn’t think it was over the top 
like some felt it was. Sure there were 
some difficult pin placements, the tee on 
the putting green at the par-4 14th was 
a little out of the ordinary, and using the 
back tee at No. 3 to play it at 274 yards 
on Sunday probably wasn’t fair, but the 
narrow fairways and the gnarly rough 
are consistent U.S. Open elements year 
in and year out. Hit the ball straight like 
you’re supposed to if you’re one of the 
best in the world and those are non-
issues, right?

We had an inkling that those players 
who hadn’t seen Merion before the 
week of the Open would struggle a little 
getting comfortable with many of the 
blind shots and struggle a lot reading 
Merion’s greens and, not to toot our own 
horn, but we were right. We sat by the 
eighth green for a combined five hours 
on the weekend and saw no more than 
a handful of putts holed for birdie even 
though most had looks inside of 10 feet. 
Tiger said he never could get his speed 
right all week and we know he wasn’t the 
only one. Much of the talk in Merion’s 
caddie shack post-U.S. Open related to 
players’ and caddies’ inability to read the 
greens. It makes you wonder why there 
were only two Merion caddies working 
the tournament, especially when both 
caddies worked for amateurs and both 
made the cut! Congrats to LaRue Temple, 
who looped for Michael Kim, and Jim 
Kamp, who looped for Kevin Phelan, on 
jobs well done.

Nothing against Bones, but there is no 
way a Merion caddie would have allowed 
Phil to try to fly a pitching wedge to the 
back of the green on the 121-yard par-3 
13th on Sunday with the pin effectively in 
the center of the green (nine paces from 
the front edge of a green that is 20 deep). 

That’s just idiotic, even if he’s a masterful 
wedge player and was thinking about 
spinning his ball off of that slope back 
toward the pin. And on top of that, Phil 
fired right at the pin, which was just three 
yards from  the right edge of the green! 
The play was to aim several yards to the 
left of the pin, hit something that would 
just carry the front bunker (roughly 15 
yards less than the yardage Bones told 
him he had to the back of the green), take 
a gentle bounce to the right and leave a 
good look at birdie. No Merion caddie 
would ever have let Phil play to the back 
of the green or take dead aim at that pin, 
even if he is Phil Mickelson. When Phil 
asked how far he had to the back of the 
green, Bones’ answer should have been, 
“Don’t even think about hitting it to the 
back of the green. You need to worry 

Memorable Moments from Merion
By Nate Oxman 
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE USGA

A SPECIAL U.S. OPEN FATHER’S DAY MEMORY

Drew O’Neill (left), daughter Katie, and son Michael (below),  
with 2013 U.S. Open Champion Justin Rose 

The O’Neills touch 
the U.S. Open trophy
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playable and popular with regional 
golfers, and the 18 hole Par 3 course 
and driving range for practicing your 
short game and tuning up your drives!

We know that golf is always the 
priority in a golfing vacation, but there’s 
a lot more to do at Oglebay than just 
hitting the fairways. One of the resorts 
most popular features is The West Spa 
at Wilson Lodge. What better way to 
relax than with a massage, facial or 
healing therapy after you conquer the 
Palmer course!

Just a few of the local attractions 
include the Glass Museum with glass 
blowing demonstrations, The Mansion 
Museum, and The Good Zoo. There are 
plenty of things to do to fill a month of 
vacations at Oglebay!

Stonewall Golf Resort, 
Roanoke

If you love the rustic outdoors, but 
still want style and elegance in your 
next golf vacation, you will find the 
two play well together at Stonewall 
Golf Resort in West Virginia.

Stonewall, a 4 Diamond-rated 
Benchmark Hospitality Resort, and 
home to a second  Arnold Palmer 
Course is located in Roanoke, West 
Virginia. It was the second stop 
on our whirlwind golf media tour. 
Traveling a few hundred miles from 
our last location, we arrived in the late 
afternoon, a bit rumpled but eager to 
see what this resort had to offer.

First impressions always count, 
and mine were all positive. The lobby 
of the resort was expansive. Built of 
modern wood timbers and glass, it 
simply glowed.

Food is always a key ingredient to 
a great golf vacation, and the chefs at 
Stillwater did not disappoint. We each 
had the choice of the grand buffet, or 
selecting from the menu. Several of the 
golf writers decided to walk the buffet 
line, but I’ve discovered that for me, 
buffets can be dangerous. Everything is 
so beautifully prepared, the temptation 
is to overindulge, and I was already 
feeling my waistline expanding. I 
decided to stick with the menu and 
chose the Angus Beef Short Rib. It was 
perfect. Of course we couldn’t pass up 
their fabu deserts and a few of us at my 
end of the table shared several decadent 
choices between us. There’s always 
room for chocolate lava cake, after all!

Next morning, it was up early, 
breakfast at the Stillwater and off to the 
Palmer Golf Course by 7:30 a.m.

I’m not a pro at analyzing golf 
courses for 
their special 
and challenging 
elements. I 
just know the 
Palmer Course 
is just beautiful 
and, of course, 
a real treat to 
play. The course 
has won several 
awards.

It’s hard 
for me to play 
well when 
I’m playing a 
course for the 
first time, but I 
actually made a 
par on the Par-3 

16th. I tried my best to ignore the water 
on the right of the green and mumbled 
a prayer of thanks as I improbably sank 
a 20 foot putt. Great feeling watching 
that little ball fall into the cup. If you 
play golf, you know what I mean.

That’s why I keep playing golf. For 
that once in a while feeling that I’m 
doing it all right. That putt set me up 
for the rest of the week.

The Greenbrier, 
White Sulphur Springs

What can I say? Golf and luxury 
at The Greenbrier Resort, what could 
be better?

The Greenbrier known as “America’s 
Resort” is one of the finest resorts 
in the U S of A. For more than 230 
years, this 6,500 acre estate has been 
the vacation destination for royalty, 
presidents and dignitaries from all 

Stonewall Golf Resort

The Greenbriar Resort
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When I think “Golf Vacation,” 
West Virginia is not the first 

state that comes to mind. But this May 
when I was invited to join a golf media 
tour through the hills and valleys of 
the Mountain State, I was delighted 
to discover five truly great golf gems. 
Each is a remarkable golf resort worth 
visiting not only for the golf, but for 
all those important “extras” we women 
want in a vacation.

I was one of eight fortunate golf 
writers treated to a fantastic, all 
expenses paid week of pure golfing 
pleasure at five of West Virginia’s finest 
golf courses. I flew in from Boston 
to Pittsburg where I joined the rest 
of the writers on an Executive Coach 
that would become our traveling 
home for the next five days. It was a 
whirlwind tour with just enough time 
at each resort to experience a bit of the 
ambience, enjoy the cuisine and play 
some very fine golf. The hosts at each 
resort made sure we had top of the line 
accommodations and service. Here 
are just a few of the highlights from 
each resort:

Oglebay Resort, Wheeling WV

Before I left home, I knew the first full 
day of the golf media tour through the 
hills of West Virginia would be a real 
challenge for me. I would be playing 
the Arnold Palmer Golf Course. Yikes!

I did my research and checked 
out the stats for the course. Yardage 
from the forward tees totaled 5,125, 
with a 69.6/117 rating and slope. 
My home course back on Cape Cod 
is very similar and is even a couple 
hundred yards longer, so I figured 
I could at least handle the distance. 
But this newest course at Oglebay is a 
championship layout with five—count 

‘em 5! par-five holes, seven par-four 
holes and six par-three holes… and 
there’s water! There’s a reason the West 
Virginia LPGA Classic is played on 
this course!

But I was not to be intimidated. I 
had plenty of extra golf balls and an 
attitude focused on having a good 
time! And the golf course delivered. 
No question the fairways were fast, 
the greens faster and the sand bunkers 
seemed to be magnetic! (There are a 
lot of sand bunkers and I think my ball 
found most of them.) Even so, playing 
golf at Oglebay was a lot of fun. The 
weather was clear and cool the morning 
we played. Average temperatures for 
Wheeling in May are between 50 and 

75 degrees. Perfect for golf. But no 
matter when you play you’ll find the 
temps in the hills of West Virginia’s 
Northern Panhandle seldom go 
above 85.

No question the course was 
challenging. I would love to have 
the chance to play the course again. 
Especially the Par-3, 13th Hole. It’s only 
117 yards from the forward tees to the 
center of the green, but there is this 
nasty little body of water in the front 
and four very large bunkers on the far 
side. Takes a perfect shot to make it. I’d 
like a second try!

There are two additional golf 
courses at Oglebay: The 18 hole Crispin 
Course which is considered very 

Discovering the Golf Gems of West Virginia

by 

PAT MULLALY
GOLFGURLS.COM

Oglebay Resort



else down, we would play a best ball 
format. The plan worked. We teed off 
ten minutes ahead of the second group 
and the guys never caught up.

For so many reasons, Stonehaven at 
Glade Springs was a really memorable 
experience and one that you should 
consider as well when you plan your 
next golf getaway!

Lakeview Golf Resort
Lakeview Resort — where the focus 

is on golf !
Our final stop on this spring’s 

whirlwind Golf Media Tour of West 
Virginia was Lakeview Golf Resort & 
Spa in Morgantown. After traveling 
throughout West Virginia in search of 
the best golf courses in the state, I was 
eager to see what Lakeview had to offer. 

The resort boasts of two 
championship courses: The Lakeview 
Course and The Mountainview. Each is 
unique and challenging in its own way. 
Lakeview is the older of the two, begun 
in 1950 and completed in 1954. Almost 
every fairway is lined with trees making 
accuracy a must if you want to stay on 
the fairway. The Mountainview is the 
newer of the two golf courses, opening 
for play in 1985. It winds in and around 
the foothills of the Allegheny forest and 
has lovely vistas in every direction.

We arrived late in the afternoon 

and had just enough 
time to shower and 
dress for dinner before 
meeting our hosts on 
the Ticki Deck for 
drinks and appetizers. 
The food was plentiful 
and well prepared. 

Early the next 
morning it was time 
to load up our luggage 
for the last time and 
head for the final first 
tee of the tour. We 
were lucky enough to 
have the pro in our 
group. He gave us lots 
of hints on how to 
play each hole and by 
the time we got to the 
18th, our group had 
caught up with the 
foursome ahead.

The 18th hole on 
the Lakeview Course 
is something of a 
legend and a standing 
challenge to every long hitter who plays 
the course. It is a 620 yard par-5 with 
a slight dogleg left. It’s so narrow that 
only the most accurate shot will give 
you a chance at a par. In the 50+ years 
since it was opened, no golfer has ever 
been able to reach the green in two. I 

didn’t even consider the possibility but 
of course, the long hitters on our media 
tour gave it their best shot and a couple 
came close. But alas, the record still 
stands.

For an affordable vacation where 
golf is your focus, Lakeview Golf Resort 
& Spa is a great choice.

My golf media tour of West 
Virginia just flew by. The writers were 
great, our hosts from WV Tourism 
were fabulous as were all the staff and 
guests we met at each resort. It was a 
fabulous time. Every golf course and 
resort was, indeed a gem! If you are 
looking for a special golf vacation, 
I encourage you to consider West 
Virginia as a destination. You will not 
be disappointed. 

For more information about golf 

vacations in West Virginia, visit the WV 

Tourism website at:  

WWW.WVTOURISM.COM

Lakeview Golf Resort
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over the world. Located in White 
Sulphur Springs, in the foothills of the 
Allegheny Mountains, The Greenbrier 
was first sought out for the healing 
waters of its mineral springs. But the 
quiet surroundings and moderate 
summer weather soon attracted 
vacationers from all across the nation 
and The Greenbrier Resort grew to 
meet their every need, and always with 
impeccable service.

Our tee time at The Old White 
TPC was at 10:12 a.m. which gave me 
enough time to stop in at the Women’s 
Locker Room. Imagine my surprise 
to see my name on one of the lockers! 
The club does this as something special 
for each of their guests, and once your 
round of golf is complete, they give you 
the official Greenbrier Locker Label 
with your name on it as a memento. It’s 
a simple gesture, but I was impressed. 
It’s that attention to the small details 
that made this visit to The Greenbrier 
so outstanding.

The course was beautiful. The valley 
had just suffered a bit of flooding this 
spring, but the maintenance crew had 
the course in great shape within just 
a few days. The Old White TPC is the 
scene of The Greenbrier Classic this July 
1 – 7, a major PGA/FedExCup challenge, 
and the course was in top condition.

One of the requirements of The 
Greenbrier is that you play with a 
caddy. Jason was assigned to our 
group of four and kept us well 
informed of the best way to play each 
hole. He was invaluable in keeping 
track of our balls when they would go 
off line a bit. The course has quite a bit 
of water on it as a meandering brook 
winds in and around many of the 
holes, especially on the back nine.

One of the most charming features 
on the course are the wicker basket 
flagsticks, used to mark each hole on 
the greens. Jason told us the basket 
represents what a caddy used to carry 
his lunch back in the day. It’s a bit of a 
myth, but a charming one at that.

In addition to the The Old White 
TPC course, The Greenbrier offers 
two additional golf courses: The 
Meadows course and The Greenbrier, 

redesigned in 1977 by Jack Nicklaus 
and host to both the Ryder Cup in 
1979, and the Solheim Cup in 1994.

The Resort at Glade Springs: 
Stonehaven Golf Course

Do you belong to a league or golf 
club who loves to travel to discover and 
play new golf courses? Are you looking 
for a golf resort that can accommodate 
your entire group or family and make 
you feel like the space is yours alone? If 
the answer is yes, then the golf courses 
and the Manor Houses at The Resort at 
Glade Springs in Daniels, West Virginia 
are made just for you!

Our golf media tour bus arrived at 
Glade Springs mid afternoon on the 
fourth day of our tour of West Virginia 
golf courses. This luxury resort is set 
in the Appalachian Mountains only 
50 miles from Charleston, WV  with 
easy access from major highways. The 
resort offers the golf visitor endless 
possibilities for a vacation experience 
like no other.

No sooner had we settled in, when 
the staff were eager to give us a short 
tour of the resort’s three golf courses, 
Woodhaven, Cobb and Stonehaven 
— the course we would play the next 
morning. Both Cobb and Stonehaven 
were chosen by Golf Digest as a “Best 
Course in the State” in both 2010 

and 2011. Woodhaven is their newest 
championship course and from what 
I could see of it’s finishing hole, it is 
one of  the most intimidating courses 
I’ve ever seen. It’s built on the side of 
a gorge and from the top of the 18th 
green the view goes straight down the 
gorge to a tee box at the very bottom. 
Yikes! Stonehaven was going to prove 
to be challenge enough but I was 
looking forward to it.

That night we were treated to a 
fabulous family style dinner in the 
resort’s Glade Italian Grill & Bar. Our 
host introduced each of the selections 
as he placed dish after dish in the 
center of the large table. Generous and 
abundant does not do the meal justice 
as platter after platter of wonderful 
italian specialties were presented. The 
meal lasted well into the evening and 
we missed a chance to go bowling in 
the resort’s Leisure and Fitness Center. 
To be honest, I’m not sure if any of us 
writers could even pick up a bowling 
ball after that banquet!

Next morning we headed 
for Stonehaven and the first tee box. 
Four women were on the golf media 
tour bus this trip. And we determined 
it was about time we had a chance to 
play golf together! We told the rest of 
the group we would go out first, and as 
not to take a chance on slowing anyone 

The Resort at Glade Springs
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Gilbertsville Golf Club
27 Hole Golf Course

“The Hidden Gem of Public Golf Courses”

2944 Lutheran Road, Gilbertsville, PA 19525   •   610.323.3222   •   golfgilbertsvillegc.com

Pro Rated 1/2 Year Membership
Now only $300, Weekday w/Cart After 2pm 

& only $400, 7 Days a Week w/Cart After 2pm Weekdays between 11am to 2pm
Valid 7/1/13 to 9/21/13

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER SPECIAL

$25 WITH CART

Valid 7/1/13 thru 12/31/13

Justin Rose 
made himself 

conqueror of 
Merion Golf Club, 
a feat reminiscent 
of Ben Hogan’s 
comment on his 
U.S. Open victory 
in 1951 at Oakland 
Hills Country Club. 
“I’m glad I brought 
this course, this 
monster, to its knees,” 
said the exhausted Hogan.

This year’s Open was certainly a 
test of skill, mental and physical, with 
Englishman Rose coming from behind to 
best Jason Day and third round leader Phil 
Mickelson—but you know all that.

What you quite probably don’t know 
though is Rose’s choice of putters was the  
37-inch counterbalanced Spider Blade 

putter featuring a “Ghost Tour-only” black 
steel shaft and short-slant hosel.

Rose’s win is significant as it ends 
the dominance by players putting with 
bellies and broomsticks in the major 
championships, the most recent of course 
being Adam Scott at the Masters.

It also heralds counterbalanced putters 
as the anti-belly and broomstick solution. 
Perhaps. Putting is never a sure thing even 
for the best players in the world--Tiger 
Woods is the poster child. But this does 
bear on the sound and fury over the 

USGA/R&A deciding to ban anchored 
putting strokes.

A fury which has not subsided.
Counterbalanced putters have been 

around for a long time but TaylorMade’s 
Spider Blade that Rose uses is different 
in that it has a multiple layer head with 
extremely high (for a blade) MOI or 
resistance to twisting.

The idea of putting extra weight 
near the end of the grip, counterbalance 
weighting, accomplishes two things. It 
smoothes out the putting stroke giving 
much more stability plus the weighting aids 
the user with his “putting touch,” or feel for 
distance.

This directly addresses the perceived 
advantages of long putters which provide 
stability from the anchoring of the butt 
end to either the belly or chest or chin or 
wherever. But counterbalancing also allows 
a better sense for distance, something that 
non-standard length putter users struggle 
to maintain. In fact, many who try long 
putters give up on them as not being the 
panacea to their putting woes.

Two years ago Justin Rose putted with 
a belly putter but decided it wasn’t for him. 
So for now a counterbalanced Spider Blade 
is the solution. Is one in the future for the 
other belly and broomstick players?

Everything Is Coming Up Rose(s)
By Ed Travis 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

2013 U.S. Open Champion  
Justin Rose

expires 9/30/13



from Harvey Lake of the Lake family 
who made Ocean City “America’s 
Greatest Family Resort,” to Shore 

Memorial and 
Burdette Tomlin 
Hospitals to 
Eugene Gatti 
who led the club 
through extensive 
renovations 
including the 
construction of 
a new clubhouse 
and the hiring of George Fazio, who 
let his nephew Tom tag along to help him 
revamp the golf course, to the Sands Casino 
which brought the ShopRite LPGA Classic 
to the club, to Eugene Gatti again in the 90s. 
There was even a time when Greate Bay’s old 
clubhouse was used as a nursing home.

Since 2004 Greate Bay has been under the 
dedicated care of a six-person partnership led 
by Co-Owner and President Mark Benevento, 
his longtime business partner and former 
76ers owner Pat Croce, Twisted Dune GC 
founder Archie Struthers and Gary Massey.

Although the economy’s troubles have 
delayed the group’s plans to add a residential 
development to Greate Bay, the group has 

ensured that the club continues to thrive.
“Our members are proud to be here because of what is 

here, the history that’s here, and what we try to do here every 
day,” said Benevento. “Throughout the 10 years that I’ve been 
involved, our team has come here every day asking the question, 
‘How can I make Greate Bay better? That’s what it’s all about. 
Our team is everything and we have an incredible team.”

That team has made Greate Bay better with the addition of 
the 50,000-square foot Greate Bay Racquet & Fitness Club, a 
truly unique, affordable family fitness center featuring state-of-
the-art cardio and strength training equipment, group exercise 
classes, personal training, indoor cycling, tennis and squash.

They have also created attractive, affordable membership 
categories to cater to all including seasonal summer 
memberships ($350 for a single) as well as weekday, 
intermediate, junior and associate memberships starting at just 
$59.95 per month.

“I think one of the things that separates us is the 
environment we have here and how friendly the membership is,“ 
said Parson. “We really pride ourselves in having a great social 
scene. Everybody has a lot of fun here. There’s a lot to do.”

The club also brought in South Jersey golf stalwart Will 
Arabea to serve as chief operating officer, Mark Parson as the 
PGA director of golf, Todd Elliott as PGA head golf professional, 
and just recently, Jack Whelan as executive chef.

“We’re a lifestyle club,” said Arabea. “We don’t try to create 
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Mark Benevento wasn’t at all 
looking for affirmation, but he 

got it anyway. Twice in fact.
The first came during a phone call 

with World Golf Hall of Famer Annika 
Sorenstam in 2009.

At the time Benevento was on the 
board of the ShopRite LPGA Classic 
and had the fortune of playing a few 
rounds with Sorenstam while she was 
still competing on tour. Sorenstam 
told Benevento that she was looking 
into entering the golf course design 
business. Coincidentally, Benevento 
and the other owners of Greate Bay 
Country Club in Somers Point, N.J. 
were looking to make a few tweaks to 
their golf course.

Benevento filled Sorenstam in 
about Greate Bay, which had hosted 
the ShopRite for 10 years from 1988 to 
1997. Sorenstam, however, didn’t need 
a refresher.

“When I spoke with her on the 
telephone - now she hadn’t been here 
since 1997 - that’s eight years, but she 
still remembered every single hole, 
while on the phone!”

The second came in a casual 
conversation with Tom Fazio during 
a chance encounter at a golf club in 
Florida this past winter.

“He remembers everything,” said 
Benevento. “It blew me away. Here 
is one of the best modern day golf 
course architects and he remembers 
every sand trap here at Greate Bay 
Country Club.”

The fact that Sorenstam, who surely 
has played hundreds of golf courses 
throughout the world, can describe 
Greate Bay from memory, and the fact 
that Fazio can call to mind the classic 
design of the course, a place he helped 
rework with his uncle, George, way 
back in 1972, is certainly a testament to 
what has been one of the most highly-
regarded private courses in South 

Jersey since its inception in 1923.
“It’s awesome,” said Benevento of 

the golf course. “It’s a classic, short, 
tough, golf course. The greens are small 
and they’re fast. They’re definitely the 
best greens in South Jersey.”

Scotsman Willie Park, Jr., a two-
time Open Championship winner and 
newly-inducted member of the World 
Golf Hall of Fame (see the sidebar), 
crafted what was originally known as 
Ocean City Country Club, finishing up 
in 1923, just two years before passing 
away at the age of 61.

With stately, towering trees 
idyllically framing (and in no way 
crowding) the generous fairway of the 
381-yard par-4 first hole, as they do 
on many of the course’s lovely holes, 
the opener at Greate Bay almost gives 
one the sense of strolling through the 
meticulously manicured grounds of a 
parkland estate.

That’s because Greate Bay’s 125 or 
so acres were part of the sprawling 
estate of John Somers until the land 

was eventually purchased by the Ocean 
City Harbors Corporation for its golf 
course, which Park began laying out in 
1921.

A little further into your round, 
perhaps after the first cool breeze blows 
in from nearby Great Egg Harbor 
Bay or you take a glance at the sandy 
expanses fronting the tees at holes 2, 3 
and 4, the golfer knows for sure that the 
Jersey Shore is the setting for a timeless 
test of golf.

The 6, 761-yard, par 70 golf course 
can take much of the credit for keeping 
two equally devoted groups: year-long 
Somers Point and Ocean City residents 
and summer shore vacationers 
packing the golf course and filling the 
restaurant and bar through various 
name changes (Ocean City Country 
Club, Ocean City-Somers Points 
Country Club, Greate Bay Country 
Club, Sands Casino Hotel & Country 
Club, Greate Bay Resort & Country 
Club and now Greate Bay Country 
Club again) and ownership changes: 

Come Play One Of The Jersey Shore’s Best...
Greate Bay
By Nate Oxman 
STAFF WRITER

Greate Bay’s 12th Hole
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GREATE BAY PAYS HOMAGE TO ITS HALL OF FAME DESIGNER

Mark Benevento and Will Arabea were swelling with 
pride and they knew the membership of Greate Bay Country 
Club back home shared similar sentiments as well on May 6 
as they watched Willie Park, Jr., original designer of Greate 
Bay’s golf course, be inducted into the World Golf Hall of 
Fame at the World Golf Village in St. Augustine, Fla.

Benevento and Arabea didn’t attend the event solely 
because they’re golf nuts, they went because one of the 
main goals of the Greate Bay ownership group since taking 
over in 2004 has been to honor the rich history of their golf 
club.

“We’re entrenched in history 
here,” said Arabea, the club’s chief 
operating officer.

Not only did Park, Jr. pen Greate 
Bay CC, but George and Tom Fazio 
did some redesign work in 1972 
and the ShopRite LPGA Classic, first 
called the Atlantic City Classic, called 
Greate Bay home from 1988 to 1997. 
Winners of the event during that 10-
year stretch include Juli Inkster, Nancy 
Lopez, Betsy King, and Dottie Pepper. 
A plaque in the 18th fairway commemorates King’s 7-iron 
on the 72nd hole to 12 feet on June 25, 1995, which led 
to a birdie that sealed her 30th career LPGA Tour victory.

A shrine dedicated to Park, Jr. sits in a display case in 
the Greate Bay clubhouse. Among the items enclosed is 
a first edition of Park, Jr.’s most famous book, “The Art 
of Putting,” published in 1920, which opens with his 
well-known saying, “A man who can putt is a match for 
anyone.” Nearly 25 years earlier, Park. Jr. wrote “The Game 
of Golf,” the first book on golf instruction ever done by a 
golf professional.

Park, Jr., son of three-time Open Championship winner 
(including the very first event in 1860 at Prestwick) Willie 
Park, Sr., twice won the Open himself, in 1887 at Prestwick 
and 1889 at Royal Musselburgh Golf Club. Park, Sr. was 
inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame in 2005.

Park. Jr. dabbled in other areas of the game as well, 
including golf ball and club design and later, golf course 
architecture. He designed or reworked more than 200 golf 
courses in Europe, the United States and Canada. Among 
his most renowned original designs are Sunningdale Golf 
Club outside of London, the Maidstone Club on Long 
Island, N.Y., and the North Course at Olympia Fields 
Country Club outside of Chicago, which hosted the 2003 
U.S. Open.

Park, Jr. also did some redesign work and created 

nine additional holes at Atlantic City Country Club before 
moving on to his next project at nearby Greate Bay, then 
called Ocean City Country Club, one of his last works 
before passing away in 1925.

USGA Executive Director and Chairman of the World 
Golf Foundation Board of Directors Mike Davis said of 
Park, Jr.’s induction, “Willie Park, Jr.’s contributions to 
the game as a player, architect, innovator and writer were 
truly extraordinary. He not only advanced the status of 
professional golfers, but also was influential in shaping the 
early development of golf in the United States. This is an 

overdue, well-deserved recognition.”
Park, Jr. was inducted through 

the Veterans Category and was part 
of the 2013 class which included 
Fred Couples, Ken Venturi, Colin 
Montgomerie and Ken Schofield.

To kick-off the 2013 golf season, 
Greate Bay threw a party celebrating 
Park, Jr.’s enshrinement, during which 
all of its members signed a 2013 World 
Golf Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
poster, now framed and set to be 

displayed in the clubhouse.
“Our goal is to capture some of this history because it 

was never really captured,” said Benevento.

TRI-STATE GOLFER • SUMMER 2013   27

HEADING

For more information about Greate Bay,

visit

GREATEBAY.COM

or call

609.927.5071 X144

26   TRI-STATE GOLFER • SUMMER 2013

DAY TRIPPIN’

customers. We create fans. We have 
a different model than most country 
clubs. And our motto is it’s not just 
golf, it’s fun. We consider ourselves to 
be the fun club down here.”

The team helps to run an 
exceptional banquet facility that is 
open to the public and able to host 
special events no matter the size or 
occasion. From beach weddings to golf 
outings, the staff at Greate Bay goes 
above and beyond.

In 2009, Benevento and the club 
were honored with The Press of 
Atlantic City’s Bailey Award, given 
annually to a local business for its 
committed to charity. Benevento 
has made giving back a major focus 
throughout his entrepreneurial career 
and he often does it in unique ways.

Case in point the story of former 
Flyers’ great and longtime Greate Bay 
member Bobby Clarke and a tree that 
stood at the start of the fairway at the 
408-yard par-4 fifth.

“Bobby Clarke is a lefty who hits 
a 250-yard slapshot drive and he 
always had an issue with this tree on 
the right side of the fairway,” recalled 

Benevento. “He just couldn’t seem to 
get around it. He would come in after 
his round and tell me that we really 
need to get rid of that tree. And I’d 
just laugh and say, ‘we’re not getting 
rid of that tree.’”

Then Benevento had that phone 
conversation with Sorenstam, during 
which he also asked if she would be 
interested in guiding some redesign 
work at Greate Bay.

“Two weeks later, she was in the 
parking lot,” said Benevento. “We 
toured the golf course and I spent 
five-and-a-half hours with her. We 
went to every tee box, every 150-yard 
mark, every 100-yard mark and every 
green. We get to the fifth hole, stand 
on the tee box and she says, “I don’t 
remember that tree. That tree doesn’t 
even belong here. You have to get rid 
of that tree.

“So sometime after that Bobby 
Clarke finishes a round, he sees me 
and he apparently hit the tree that day, 
and I say to him, ‘If we were going to 
raise money for charity, would you cut 
that down with an ax?’ He said yes.”

A membership drive raised $6,000 

for The First Tee of Greater Atlantic 
City and sure enough, Clarke and 
fellow member Steve Coates were on 
either side of a two-man saw to help 
cut that tree down.

A shadow box filled with photos 
and news articles commemorating the 
event is set to go up inside the Greate 
Bay clubhouse along with similar 
shrines honoring Park, Jr. as well as 
a wine dinner the club hosted with 
former Eagles coach Dick Vermeil.

“Our goal is to capture some of 
this history because it was never really 
captured before,” said Benevento.

With the tireless efforts of the 
ownership contingent at Greate Bay, 
there will be much more to honor in 
the future.

Greate Bay’s 18th Hole
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entree is given time and attention in the kitchen. The San Marco bar offers a 
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